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2008 University of Kentucky College of Law LexisNexis Take-Home Certification Program

What is the LexisNexis UK College of Law Certification Program?

The LexisNexis UK Certification Program was designed for those students who are anxious to take their online legal research skills to another level.  With the help of the research & writing instructors at the University of Kentucky College of Law, University of Cincinnati College of Law, Salmon P. Chase College of Law, University of Louisville Brandeis School of Law, Appalachian School of Law, along with Southern Ohio and Kentucky’s largest and most prestigious law firms, we have developed this program for that student.  It is a three-part program that promises to deliver a basic, intermediate, and advanced course of LexisNexis training aimed at making the "serious" law student time-efficient and cost-effective when legal researching on-line. 

Why Should You Attain LexisNexis Certification?

There are lots of reasons to attain LexisNexis Certification but the most important are the following: 

1. You will dramatically improve your ability to conduct legal research online using LexisNexis---we promise! 

2. Law Firms using LexisNexis products expect you to be time-efficient and cost-effective once you arrive at their firms.  This program will allow you to be consistent with that expectation when you arrive to practice.  

3. “LexisNexis Certified” on your resume increases your chances of obtaining the law firm “offer” that becomes your primary goal when you are winding down your law school career. 

4. Once you have attained LexisNexis Certification, you will be able to say in an interview, “Not only can I research using LexisNexis, I can perform the required research at your firm efficiently and cost-effectively for your clients!”

5. You will be awarded an actual certificate verifying Certification, a law firm verification letter, and a special promotional reward for your achievement. 
We will provide you with legal research and law practice solutions that will 
help you succeed now in law school, and in practice when you graduate.
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About LexisNexis

LexisNexis® is a leading provider of comprehensive information and business solutions to professionals in a variety of areas—legal, risk management, corporate, government, law enforcement, accounting and academic. A member of Reed Elsevier Group plc, LexisNexis helps customers achieve their goals in 100 countries through 13,000 employees dedicated to putting the Customer First. 

We provide customers access to 5 billion searchable documents from more than 32,000 legal, news and business sources. Corporations and legal professionals can also manage, organize and integrate their work processes using our unique set of solutions.

LexisNexis helps knowledge-driven organizations achieve new levels of excellence. LexisNexis combines advanced technology, global and local sources and convenient services to uniquely address specific customer needs. To help our customers win in their own marketplace, LexisNexis delivers Total Solutions, a strategy that enables us to offer product and service combinations that address specific customer needs and fit into their existing workflow. Working together with customers, we develop innovative solutions to improve productivity, increase profitability and create growth. 

To deliver Total Solutions, we are dedicated to meeting customer needs with products such as LexisNexis® Total Practice Advantage, which combines world-class client development, legal research and practice management capabilities in a single, integrated solution to help make law firms more profitable and productive. 

The recently introduced LexisNexis® Total Litigator product has already proven to help law professionals gain a competitive edge by combining critical products, services and content through an intuitively organized platform. 

LexisNexis is an indispensable tool for developing comprehensive answers to critical legal and business questions through the Lexis® service, which helps legal practitioners research the law more efficiently, and Nexis®, the largest news and business online information service that includes comprehensive company, country, financial, demographic, market research and industry reports. 

Among the world’s most respected legal publishing brands within LexisNexis are Butterworths, JurisClasseur, Malayan Law Journal, Abeledo-Perrot and Orac.

LexisNexis has been a leader in security, information policy and protecting consumers' privacy. Through its risk management products, LexisNexis helps professionals locate people and assets, authenticate identity, enable commerce, conduct background screening and support national security initiatives. 
Large Law Firms in the Region who Endorse the LexisNexis Certification Program

Baker & Hostetler-LN contract

Blank Rome-LN contract

Cohen Todd Kite Stanford- LN cont. exclusive

Coolidge Wall Womsley- LN contract- exclusive

Cors Bassett- LN contract- exclusive

Dinsmore Shohl- LN contract

Faruki Ireland Cox- LN contract- exclusive

Freund Freeze Arnold- LN contract-

Frost Brown Todd- LN contract

Greenebaum Doll McDonald- LN contract

Katz Teller Brant & Hild- LN contract- exclusive

Keating Muething Klekamp- LN contract

Porter Wright Morris Arthur- LN contract

Sebaly Shillito Dyer- LN contract- exclusive

Squire Sanders-LN contract

Statman Harris Eyrich- LN contract- exclusive

Stites Harbison- LN contract- exclusive

Stoll Keenon Ogden- LN contract

Thompson Hine-LN contract

Ulmer & Berne-LN contract

Wood Herron Evans- LN contract- exclusive

How Do I Become LexisNexis Certified at the University of Kentucky College of Law? 

It’s simple and you have two choices:  
The first choice (Class Method Certification) involves attendance to three certification classes. Each class lasts no longer than 45 minutes covering LexisNexis I: “Basic Training/Familiarity,” LexisNexis II “Gaining Confidence,” and Lexis III: “Acquiring Expertise/Summer Associate Training”  (Note: Your basic LexisNexis research courses that you are required to attend as a 1L counts as LexisNexis I). So you are already 1/3 complete just by your attendance to your first semester, first Lexis class. 


The second choice (Take-Home Certification) or the “LexisNexis UK Take-Home Certification Program” is perfect for students who do not want to hassle with attending the various classes offered and prefer to conduct the Certification Program on their own.  

This second choice involves picking up a “LexisNexis Take-Home Certification Program” packet located at the LexisNexis table in the computer lab or simply downloading it from the My School tab at Lawschool.lexisnexis.com and following the instructions step by step.  Once you complete the required searches and e-mail me your search results, you will have earned LexisNexis Certification status.  

*All local law firms who have endorsed the UK LexisNexis Certification Program will receive updated e-mail lists on a monthly basis of all Certification Earners.  This will also confirm your attendance for their mandatory Summer Associate Orientation programs at UK. 

* For your efforts, you will receive 500 Ultimate Rewards Points, a LexisNexis UK College of Law Certification long-sleeved t-shirt, a Certificate authenticating Certification and notice of your name and completion to all of the sponsoring law firms and organizations in Kentucky and Southern Ohio.  
LexisNexis UK College of Law Take-Home Certification Program


Let’s get started!  Follow these directions closely or you could miss a search!  Log on to the Internet and go to the LexisNexis law school homepage (www.lexis.com/lawschool).  

Directions: Once you complete the program, simply copy and paste your search history into an e-mail using the “History” link in the upper-right corner of the LexisNexis Total Research screen.  Then e-mail the history to scott.hite@lexisnexis.com.  Once verified, one of your school LexisNexis Representatives will contact you to confirm your completion. 

Log on to Lawschool.lexisnexis.com using your Custom Id and Password.  As you can see this special internet site allows law students to have special access to immediate legal researching, tutorials, rewards points opportunities, career information and even study aids.    


Click the “My School” link at the top of your screen.   This site provides all the information pertaining to LexisNexis that is current to your school including training sessions, Certification details, LexisNexis Associate Information, and e-mail links to your LexisNexis representatives.  It also is a great source for extra point opportunities throughout the year.  Scroll down to see all of the extra points you can earn just by doing some short LexisNexis “Lexercises” located in the Lexercise Library.  
Click the “Rewards” link at the top of your screen.  This site provides information and points balances to the very popular LexisNexis Ultimate Rewards Program.  As you know by now LexisNexis allows you to earn points that translate into spending dollars when you use the LexisNexis Total Research System.  This site is where you go to check your balance and spend your points.  Each semester we will provide an easy promotional opportunity to earn more points.   
How to Earn over 6,000 Points at UK This Semester?
	Point Opportunities for Spring 2008

	 
	1L
	Maximum Point Opportunities
	2L
	Maximum Point Opportunities
	3L
	Maximum Point Opportunities

	Fact or Fiction
	          15 
	                2,175 
	          15 
	                2,175 
	          15 
	                2,175 

	Research
	          10 
	                1,450 
	            - 
	                       - 
	            - 
	                       - 

	Tutorials
	        150 
	                  600 
	        150 
	                   600 
	        150 
	                  600 

	Monthly Promotion
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	     February
	        150 
	                  150 
	        100 
	                   100 
	          50 
	                    50 

	     March
	        150 
	                  150 
	        100 
	                   100 
	          50 
	                    50 

	     April
	        150 
	                  150 
	        100 
	                   100 
	          50 
	                    50 

	Cost-Effective Training
	        800 
	                  800 
	        800 
	                   800 
	        800 
	                  800 

	Area of Law Training
	
	                       - 
	        400 
	                   400 
	        400 
	                  400 

	Oral Argument/Appellate Brief
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	     1:1 training w/Lexis Representative 
	        400 
	                  400 
	            - 
	                       - 
	            - 
	                       - 

	    Any organized group training
	        400 
	                  400 
	            - 
	                       - 
	            - 
	                       - 

	Total Point Opportunities
	 
	                6,275 
	 
	                4,275 
	 
	                4,125 


To earn LexisNexis Rewards Points:

· Daily Research Tip with Fact or Fiction: 15 points
Sharpen your research skills by completing the Daily Research Tip. Earn 15 points per day, up to seven times per week. Play every day and earn 2,780 points for the semester! 

· Daily Research (1Ls get points for just logging into the research system)  10 points
· Self-Paced Tutorials: 150 points 
Train on your own time with our wide variety of tutorial offerings covering all of your research needs. You choose what you want to learn. Earn 100 points per tutorial, up to five per semester. Earn 600 points for taking all six!

· Timely and Relevant Monthly Promotions: 50-150 points  
Check out www.lexisnexis.com/lawschool for monthly research promotions designed to target potential assignments you may have during that month. Point offerings will vary each month. Complete the four monthly promotions and earn 700 points for the semester!

· Local Incentives:  100-3000 points per semester (See below): 
(100 pts for Getting Caught Using LexisNexis: (At certain times of the school year, if a LexisNexis rep catches you using LexisNexis at school, you can earn 100 points for “Getting Caught using LexisNexis”). 

(100 pts for e-mailing me (scott.hite@lexisnexis.com) search history showing 30 searches per month.  This promotion covers the dates of January 1, 2008 through April 30, 2008.  

(500 pts for using Lexis for your Research Assignment or Note Topic.   (Simply e-mail me your legal issue assignment and copy and paste your e-mail results from the last 30 days (click History-Archive Activity tab) showing you researched your legal issue (at least 30 searches) using the LexisNexis Research System.  Limit 1 per semester. 

(100 pts for completing any LexisNexis Lexercise located on the My School Page.  (100 pts no duplications)

(500 pts for our LexisNexis Recycle Bin Raffle.  (As an incentive to print with the new Lexis printers, a once per month drawing from the Lexis Recycle bin next to the lab printer will yield 500 points.  Just leave your cover sheet, end sheet or Get and Print name page in the bin for recycling after you print your doc). 
LexisNexis UK Outline Exchange Web Course 

The LexisNexis UK Outline Exchange has over 300 UK College of Law-specific course outlines and growing.  This very popular site offers 200 points for any original, student-created course outline submitted for posting.  


Click the Web Courses link at the top of your screen.  Click the Launch Web Courses tab.   Click the UK LexisNexis Outline Exchange link on the right to access over 300 student-created outlines for courses that you are taking now at UK College of Law.  Once you enter the Exchange select any tab on the left to navigate through the course and access the outlines.  You can also link to the LexisNexis Course Outlines that are part of the very popular Understanding LexisNexis Book series.   

If you would like to contribute your old outline to the Exchange simply e-mail  it in Word format to scott.hite@lexisnexis.com in exchange for 200 Rewards points.  Follow the directions on the site for submitting outlines in exchange for points.  


Click the “Home” link at the top of the screen to return back to the Law School Home Page.  

The Research System Tab --- Entry into the Total Research System

Click the “Research System” link.  This click puts you into the LexisNexis Total Research System and you are ready to access the 4.8 billion documents and 18,000 different sources.  

This screen is called the “Search Screen,” identified by more tabs and links. Another set of tabs are located inside the “Look for a Source” box.  These tabs are specifically designed for the Legal Search Screen and should help you navigate through the vast number of databases.  They are: Legal, News & Business, Public Records and Find a Source.  (You should also have created a state tab (Kentucky) when you took your 1L class during your first semester.)  If not, go ahead and click add and edit tabs above the legal tab and add a state tab to for the state that you think you will take the bar.   
Underneath are links representing Topical heading and various databases representing the most popular point of entry to the LexisNexis Total Research System. . 
 (Research Tip: You can open up your word processing document—a separate window--- and use LexisNexis at the same time.  This will allow you to copy and paste cases, statutes, cite lists, take notes, etc., from LexisNexis without having to print so much. Simply open up your word processing file and you can switch back and forth with ease.)
LexisNexis Part I: Familiarity
Pulling Cases, Statues, Etc.

There are seven basic functions or tabs at the top of your screen when you use the LexisNexis Total Research System, they are: Search, Research Tasks, Get a Document, Shepard’s, Alerts, Total Litigator and Counsel Selector. You can see the tabs at the top of every screen page so you can quickly access them.  With this system you will probably be performing one of these functions at any given time when researching---- so, if you get lost navigating the 4.8 billion documents on the LexisNexis Total Research System, simply scroll to the top and click one of these five tabs again. 

              Click the Get a Document tab.  This functional tab allows you to pull cases, statutes, journals, etc. when you have the citation, party name, or docket number to the document.  Type in this citation in the box:  222 NY 88 and Search 1: click Get.  Scroll down and read the “Case Summary.”  (You may recognize this case from your Contracts class). 
Case Summary—LexisNexis Briefing the Case for You

(Research Tip: A Case Summary is LexisNexis briefing each case for you in one printed page or less. Since you also have free LexisNexis printing on campus, why not print the Case Summary that you are also reading in your classes to the free Lexis printer so you will have them to supplement your own case law briefs? A lot of students print the cases from home to the Lexis printers and pick them up on the way to class.  
The Case Summary includes the “Procedural Posture,” the “Overview” and the “Outcome.” LexisNexis lawyers actually authored all Case Summaries with the general rules of keeping them one printed page or less and carefully using the language of the court as much as possible.  We think you will be impressed.
Printing and Delivering Documents

Notice in the upper-right portion of this case, there are blue links reflecting options for delivering the document. They are Fast Print, Print, Download, Fax, Email and Text Only.
  Along with printing via your browser (i.e., file and print), you can opt for clicking the blue link “print” option allowing for printing to your LexisNexis printers at the school.  This link will open a pop-up box allowing for many different printing options for this particular case.  Go ahead and click the blue print link to see the pop-up box.  
(Research Tip:  You can print LexisNexis documents for free from anywhere using your personal Lexis ID as long as you have internet access. Your Id allows you to use LexisNexis at home and print to the LexisNexis printers at school.)
Printing LexisNexis documents on campus is absolutely free and when you print a document using one of the LexisNexis printers, a cover page and end page with your name on it will come out with each request.   Inside the pop-up box, select the down arrow for printer options.  You should see the optional printer codes available at your school.  
Also, there are three printers on campus for you to use:

· Printer 1 is number 700712 and it is located in the library computer lab on the left. 

· Printer 2 is number 701327 and it is located in the library computer lab on the right.
· Printer 3 is KLJ printer number 700938 located in the basement KLJ office. 

Now close the printer option pop-up box.  
(Research tip:  If you are on a wireless laptop or at a place where you are not attached to a printer or you can't get to the school---you can just e-mail the document to yourself using the email link and print it later). 
Fast Print
On the screen, at the top, locate the “FAST PRINT” tab.  Fast Print allows you to order your print job to your favorite school Lexis printer in one, simple click.  The first time you use Fast Print a box will appear that allows you to set your desired Fast Print printer default.  Once this is “set,” you will only have to one-click Fast Print for your print job to be delivered to that printer.  To change your Fast Print default, simply go to the small white “Preferences” link at the top of your LexisNexis screen.  
Pulling Cases by Party Name

Scroll to the top of your screen and click Get a Document again.  Most of the time we have the case citation to what we want to pull, however, sometimes we need to find a case and we only know one or both party names.  Click the red link tab “Party Name.”  (It’s the red tab in the middle). 

Once you click Party Name, a searching “template” pops up allowing you to search for your case by simply typing in what you know, i.e., the name or names of the party you are searching for.  Type in Bush v. Gore.  Click the U.S. Supreme Court button to restrict it.  Search 2.  Click Search or enter.  You should receive a “cite list” reflecting four different Bush v. Gore cases coming from the U.S. Supreme Court.  The one we are looking for is the second one because we can quickly read the "Overview" and conclude that this is the case involving the issue of manually recounting ballots in Florida etc. 

(Research tip: Overviews are one sentence briefs of the case in Cite Lists..  They will help you scan Cite Lists without having to pull each case and read them---a very useful and efficient feature!)


Click on the first Bush v. Gore case blue link to pull the second case.  
LexisNexis Headnotes:  The Black Letter Rules of the Issues in a Case
Scroll down past the Case Summary until you see “LexisNexis Headnotes.”  LexisNexis Headnotes reflect the black letter rules of all issues in the case, as stated by the court.  The blue links associated with each point of law will allow you to link to a place on LexisNexis where you can perform more legal research on that specific issue.

(Research tip:  LexisNexis Headnotes are the "black letter law" of all the issues in each case. Since the headnote is the exact language and citation of the court, the text is citable.  Use the “Floating Pagination” function by placing and holding your cursor over the text for a few seconds.  A pop-up cite should appear with the correct citation of that language of the court.)

Notice the green down arrow link on the left-hand side of each LexisNexis Headnote. Search 3. Click the green (HN4) associated with the Headnote for “Scope of Protection.” This will allow you to link inside the case where the Court discusses that particular legal issue. You can now click back using the green (HN4) link. This should take you back to the Headnote located at the beginning of the document. 

Before leaving this case, notice in the lower left-hand corner of your screen there is an Explore link. Search 4. Click it.  You are now seeing options that allow you to navigate through a long case such as this one.  For instance, maybe we want to read the dissent of Bush v. Gore.  Simply click dissent.  
Go back to the top of the screen and click Get a Document again.  Click the “by Citation” tab to make sure it’s in citation mode.  Instead of pulling a case, I want a statute.  In the box, Search 5:  type  FL Code 316.187 in the box and click Get.  According to this statute, what is the “maximum allowable speed limit” on Florida’s limited access highways?  ____ miles per hour.   Because I sometimes have a lead foot, you need to remind me of this statute, so now scroll to the top of the screen and in the right-hand corner select e-mail.  Now e-mail this statute to me with a brief note describing the e-mail, i.e., “Lexis Certification Statute” and your name. (Don't forget your name because the e-mail comes from Lexis headquarters not your e-mail address).  My e-mail is scott.hite@lexisnexis.com.  Make sure I get it as this is part of the verification process for certification and you may just get some bonus points for your efforts. 
Shepard's—One Click to Find Out if a Case is Good or Bad Law!
Now let’s take a look at Shepard’s.  By now you have seen a number of “signals” on the research system reflecting the “treatment” of cases.  We call these "Shepard’s Signals."  Here are what the signals mean: 
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  Indicates harsh negative analysis to an issue in your case (i.e. – overruled, reversed, questioned).                


  Indicates that the citing references in the Shepard’s® Citations Service contain treatment that 

      questions the continuing validity or precedential value of your case. 
[image: image5.png]


  Indicates less negative analysis to an issue in your case (i.e. – distinguished or criticized).
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  Indicates that only positive analysis is available for your case (i.e. – followed or adopted).
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  Indicates that only neutral analysis is available for your case (i.e. – explained or moot).
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  Indicates that only Cited By references are available for your case.

When we Shepardize a case, we are typically trying to do one or two things:  1.  Find out if a case is still good law or 2. Find cases that have cited our main source (a case or statute, etc) for researching purposes.  

             Now let’s try one to see how it works. 

First, Search 6 click Get a Document (by Citation) and type in this citation: 163 U.S. 537 (Full Text).  Remember this case from 8th grade civics?  Search 7: Shepardize this case by either clicking the red stop sign or clicking “Shepardize.”  This is your one click. 

(Research Tip: If you are trying to find out quickly whether a case is good or bad law, Shepard’s is merely a one-click process:  Type the cite in the Shepard’s box and click “Check” or when you have a case simply click the Shepard’s signal or Shepard’s blue link.)
As of the time of this editing, 4,946 cases, law reviews and other publications have cited this case, (i.e., Total Citations)?  (Note: the number at the top of your screen next to “Total Cites” reflects this answer).   This number is likely to change as it is updated every 24-48 hours.  

Is this case good or bad law? The answer to this key question is found in the “Unrestricted Shepard’s Summary” report.   The Shepard’s Summary report is za short and concise box that explains exactly how the case stands within the last 24-48 hours.  In this instance we can tell that the case has been “Overruled” not only once, but three times.  We can also tell by the summary that it was questioned 56 times and over 4000 law reviews have cited it for some reason. 

After viewing the Summary report, you should, as an attorney, ask, “What cases overruled Plessy?”  The answer will come up after you click the bold “Overruled” link.  So simply click the “Overruled” link.  You should see the famous Brown v. Board of Education case.  
Scroll to the top of the screen and click the Shepard’s tab.  Shepardize these cases to find out if they are good or bad law: 

· Search 8:      259 F. Supp. 2d 1029   Bad.  Subsequent history has effectively overruled it.
· Search 9:      240 F. Supp. 2d 24      This case is “Questioned” due to the “Q” and the code. 

· Search 10:    125 S. Ct. 2764            This case has yellow “possible negative treatment.” 
· Search 11:    908 F Supp 1248         This case is good law due to having been “Followed.” 
· Search 12:    242 F. Supp 2d 363     Neutral effect with analysis.  Therefore it stands good.
· Search 13:   2002 Ohio 5183            Neutral effect w/information but no analysis. Good. 
Now go back to the top of the screen and click Get a Document again. Search 14.  Type 410 US 113 in the box and click enter.   Notice this search should produce the famous Roe v. Wade case. 
The Shepard’s “Smart Box:” Using Shepard’s for Research Purposes

Let’s assume that we were hired to analyze the constitutionality of a new statute proposed conducting some research on the issue of partial-birth abortion (also known as “late-term abortion”) in the 6th Circuit.  Shepard’s is a great tool to use to start such a research project.  Initial research would quickly produce the case Roe v. Wade, 410 U.S. 113  as important in the overall issue and therefore the logical first step would be to Shepardize Roe v. Wade.  Search 15:  Shepardize this case by either clicking the “Q” signal or the blue “Shepardize” link---they both do the same thing.  

After Shepardizing the case, you quickly notice the following information: 

1. Over 13,502 cases (and counting) have cited Roe since 1973.  

2. The case has been called into question 6 times. 

3. It has been followed 202 times and counting.  
4. One case effectively overruled one of the numerous issues in Roe v. Wade. 

             But what about the 6th Circuit?  If you scrolled down and clicked “Next” through the numerous cases, you could probably, finally get to the 6th Circuit but there is an easier way.  You can “FOCUS” on the results by clicking the blue “FOCUS—Restrict By” link at the top of your screen.  Search 16:  Click it. 
This brings up what Shepard’s calls the “Smart Box.”  The Smart Box allows you to select only the citations that you would like to see.   In this instance we are only interested in relevant Supreme Court cases and those coming from the 6th Circuit.  So scroll down and click the US Supreme Court box and the 6th Circuit box.  

We are also only interested in cases that mention our issue, i.e., partial-birth abortion or late-term abortion.  So we type these terms in the “Focus Terms” box:  partial-birth abortion or late-term abortion.   Then click the red “Apply” button.  At the time of this editing, over 13,502  results were restricted to 16 at the date of this publication.  This is a classic example of the power of Shepard’s for research purposes! 
Get and Print---Pulling, Printing, and Shepardizing Multiple Cases In One Click!

Click Get a Document at the top of your screen.  Click the blue link for “Get and Print” in the middle of the box. 
Get and Print is a function on LexisNexis that allows you to pull, Shepardize, and deliver multiple cases in one click.
You should see an open box under the "1. Enter Your Citations" command.  Search 17: Type in the box: 531 US 98; 419 us 834; 349 US 294; 410 US 113
 Make sure you have “Full Text” checked. Check the option for Shepardizing but set it for KWIC and Negative only.  Set your option to: “Deliver to Browser” as opposed to printing to the available printers. Click Get.  These four, full-text cases should download to your word processing document with a Shepard’s report indicating treatment of each case updated within the last 24-48 hours. 
(Research Tip:  Instead of bringing up the documents and Shepard’s report in a word processing format, simply deliver them directly to the LexisNexis printers on campus or e-mail them to yourself so you can print it later.  A “Get and Print Report” will accompany your delivery once requested.)

Close the Get and Print Report box and click back until you are back to the “Get a Document” screen.  Click the “Search Advisor” tab.  

Searching by Topic or Headnote —Pointing and Clicking Your Way to Your Legal Issue

 Searching by Topic or Headnote is an alternative way to search legal issues on the LexisNexis Total Research System.  The idea is to start out with your broad topic (area of law) and then click your way to your narrow legal issues. Once you are comfortable with your selected point of law, you will have the choice to search databases in case law, analytical materials such as law reviews, news, or treatises or even agency materials. In short, instead of picking a database and searching your issue, you are picking an issue and then searching relevant databases.  
Let’s suppose you are working on an issue from your instructor involving a corporate client who is being sued by a former female employee claiming that she quit her job due to a supervisor continuously using profanity directed towards her while she was working on the job.  As an attorney you would identify this issue as a hostile work environment---sexual harassment issue. 

Search 18.  Type in the Option 1 box:  Hostile Work Environment.  Scroll down and click the first, bold “Hostile Work Environment” blue link.  

This screen allows for options to Search across Sources or Searching by Headnote.  In the Search Across Headnote box select Federal Jurisdiction, US & Canadian Law Reviews, Combined and selecting natural language, leave the box blank and click Search.   At the time of this editing there were 73 articles that broadly address the issue.  
FOCUS -- Conducting a "Search Within a Search"

Law Review articles are always a good place to begin your research.  You can scan the titles of the articles to see if any are on point regarding your issue or you can “FOCUS” in on specific language in the cite list of articles by conducting a “search within a search.”  This functionality on LexisNexis is called appropriately enough---“FOCUS.”  FOCUS will always be available to you when you are viewing a Cite List, document or Shepard’s report using LexisNexis.  Next to “FOCUS Terms” is a box that you use to type in the appropriate words to narrow your search results. 
Remember our issue, i.e., a male supervisor who continuously uses profanity to a female co-worker on the job.  Search 19: In the open “FOCUS Terms” box type: profan! or curs! or abus! Language and then click the red "go" button. You now have narrowed your initial law review titles down to only those that have mentioned your narrow legal issue leaving you with a number of relevant articles to start with. 
(Research Tip: Focus is probably the most important function on LexisNexis for a lot different reasons.  There are three main things you should know when you use Focus: 1.  You only use terms and connectors when using focus---not natural language and 2.  Focus is always free to your client.  (Because it is free, there are a lot of creative search techniques you can learn to be more efficient just by using the focus feature) and 3. Overbroad searches are effectively eliminated by the Focus Function. (No matter how large of a retrieved cite list you receive, you can always focus for free to a number of results that are more manageable).  
Now click the back button 2 times until you get back to your Option 1 and Option 2 screen for Searching by Topic or Headnote.  Look at Option 2, Searching by Headnote. 
The Headnote selected for our search is “Hostile Work Environment.”  Select Labor and Employment Cases, Federal for your search Jurisdiction.  Select a date restriction of previous two years and Search 20 click Retrieve All.  
Show Hits and Hide Hits:  Highlighting Your Search Terms for Easy Reading and Scanning
Notice at the top, middle of your screen—beneath the number of retrieved results---there is another function in the form of a small blue link called "Show Hits" or "Hide Hits."  Search 21: Click either the Show hits or Hide hits link depending on what is showing on your screen.  The Show Hits function allows you to highlight the “Focus” search terms that you are searching or focusing on.   Notice that after clicking Show Hits you should see one sentence blurbs below the title of your document allowing you to quickly scan each cite to see if it is on point. Search 22:  Click Hide Hits and you should see that it allows you to eliminate the terms for simply scanning the titles of the documents.  (Note: the last one you click will be your default). 
 At the top of your screen find and click the second tab called Research Tasks.   
Research Tasks: A Practitioner’s Look at LexisNexis
The Research Tasks function approaches the navigation of LexisNexis from the point of view of a Practitioner.  This function should bring you to a screen with various blue link options for easy “User Type” or “Area of Law” researching pages.  
Click the blue link for Law School on the left side of your screen.   What you now see is a single screen specifically created for law school students.  Inside the gray Law School Sources box you will see the top nine favorite databases that law school students typically search with dials next to each database.  You will also see two separate boxes for quick case retrieving called, “Get a Document by Party Name” and “Get By Citation.”  Click Back.  
On the right side of the screen click the Bankruptcy blue link.  Notice that you now are viewing the screen from the viewpoint of a Bankruptcy practitioner.  The beauty of this type of researching is that all of your relevant LexisNexis sources are on one page, one click away.  

The Search Screen: Finding and Searching the LexisNexis Databases


At the top of your screen click the Search tab left of the Research Tasks tab.  Underneath the Search tab make sure the red “by Source” tab is clicked and highlighted.   Now we are back to the Search Screen and we have come full circle to where we default when we enter the LexisNexis Research System.  

(Research Tip:  The Search Tab works as the Total Research System “Home Key.”  If you want to get back to the beginning of your search project, simply click the Search Tab and you will be back to the Search Screen which is the system’s default page.)
Underneath the tabs, you should see “Recently Used Sources.”  Clicking the down arrow will allow you to see and access your most recently searched databases.  Notice you can also edit these same sources with a blue link to the right.  

Beneath Recently Used Sources you should see “Look for a Source” frame. Under the Look for a Source frame you will see the main categories available to you with the Research System. Notice the first four “files” or tabs you see are:  Legal, News and Business, Public Records, and Find a Source.  (Note: the default should be on Legal because that will probably be where you will search most of the time and you may have state tabs created when you first received access to Lexis).  

Under the Legal file you should see all of the “favorite” sub-categories (links) available on the LexisNexis Total Research System.  Again, the idea is to point and click your way to the database that you want to search and then perform the search in that specific database.  Scan down the page and check out the various links. Notice that underneath the bold links you will see the most popular or commonly searched databases in the form of live links for one-click access.  
(Research Tip:  Folders have a file folder icon next to them.  Databases have a document icon next them If you see a folder link, then there are more databases once clicked.)
For instance, under the Cases—US link, you will see the six most commonly searched case law databases:  Federal and State Cases, Federal Cases, Combined Courts, State Cases, Combined Courts, U.S. Supreme Court Cases, Lawyers’ Edition, U.S. Supreme Court Briefs and Case-in-Brief Expanded Research/Analysis.  
The idea, of course, is to allow you to quickly point and click your way to a database that you use the most often.   Click the live link database file “Federal and State Cases, Combined.  (Note:  Clicking the boxes to the left of databases allows for multiple source searching but does not directly access the database---so you simply click the live link, not the box).  
Search Topic:  Let’s assume you are a law clerk working for an attorney or judge who has asked you to  find a few relevant, recent cases on post-conviction DNA evidence.   
On your screen you should see a search box for your database, Federal and State Cases, Combined.  Select the “Easy Search” dial to designate a searching method.  

Easy Search:  A “Quick and Dirty” Search Method Similar to Google

Easy Search is exclusive to LexisNexis and new as of fall 2005.  It allows users to run a “quick and easy” search only using a few terms, similar to the way you would search a popular search engine on the internet.  

Search 23:  Using Easy Search, type this in the search box:  Post Conviction DNA Evidence.  Click Search. 

In this instance, Easy Search will retrieve the results similar to a natural language search, i.e., top 100 most relevant cases.  However, it eliminates the user having to determine which method is best between terms and connectors and natural language and decides for you based on what you typed in the box.   

(Research Tip: Easy Search is best used when you have just a few relevant terms (2-6) to search and you might want to search in various databases like cases, news and journals.  A law firm once described it as a paralegal’s “best friend”).    

At the top of your Cite List (scroll to the top), find and click the small blue link “Edit Search.”  Now we are going re-run a different search.  

Natural Language---Searching Broadly While Thinking Like a Lawyer

Search 24:  Click the option for Natural Language and edit the search box in the following way using Natural Language style searching:  Post Conviction, DNA Evidence, Sexual Assault, test, identity 

You should retrieve the top 100 “most relevant” cases on your issue from this database.  

(Research Tip: When searching with Natural Language, you will automatically retrieve the top 100 "most relevant" cases on the search terms you placed in the box and the search engine will "read over" all “noise words” and look only for those words, terms, and phrases that are relevant to your search. It is a nice option when starting your research on a more broad topic while thinking like a lawyer).  

Terms and Connectors----Searching Specifically While Thinking Like a Computer
Click the Edit Search blue link.  Select the Terms and Connectors dial as a searching method. 

Terms and connectors searching (also known as "Boolean searching") is searching for words or phrases by linking together connectors such as “and,” and “or.”  For your purposes of basic LexisNexis research, you really only need to know a few connectors:  and, or, !, *, and the within signs, also known as:  w/s, w/p, w/10.   It is the most popular method of searching due to its specificity.  

Connectors Cheat Sheet:

And / & =  
links words or phrases that both must appear in the same document.

e.g.: bank and deregulate 

cruel & unusual punishment  

Or =

links synonyms, acronyms etc. 



e.g.:  doctor or physician



mouse or rat or rodent 



Eighth Amendment or 8th Amendment 

!  =
root expander which replaces an infinite number of letters following a word root.



e.g.: litigat! (litigator, litigated, litigation, litigation)

* = 

replaces letters or a letter in a word. 



e.g.: bernst**n, wom*n, bank***

w/s, w/p = 
looks for documents with search words in the same sentence or paragraph respectively. 



e.g.: sanction /s frivolous;  circumstance /s mitigat! 

w/5, w/10, w/25, w/35 = looks for documents with search words within a designated number of words from another.



e.g.: john w/5 doe, market w/10 share, slip w/3 fall  

 Search 25: Type: Post Conviction w/10 DNA evidence. 

(Research Tip: One of the reasons why Terms and Connectors method of searching is the preferred method for advanced researchers is the way it retrieves results.  Notice that the case results retrieve only what you ordered and in an order that includes highest court first, followed by most recent cases.  This ranking order is exactly the way an attorney would want to see a set of results.  Also, the more research you do, the more you start thinking literally, i.e., more like a computer and less like a lawyer.)
Searching the United States Code
Scroll to the top of the screen and click the Search tab.  You should now be back to the original Search screen.  Directly under the Federal Legal—US bold blue link, click the first live link, “United States Code Service---Titles 1 through 50.    You are now looking at the entire US Code as if you had the entire set (all Volumes) on your desk.  


This set of books (USCS in the form of a searchable database) is annotated and updated within 24 to 48 hours.  The box on your screen allows you to search in two different options through the statutes.  Option 1, at the top of your screen, is a simple search box.  You can write your terms and connectors or natural language terms in the box and simply click "Search."  
Search 26 A. Try this search using Terms and Connectors: unlawful employment practices .  These results reflect the Titles of the USC that relate to sexual harassment and should include 42 USCS 2000e-2.  Now click back.

Option 2 allows you to simply search the same database but only the Table of Contents of the United States Code.  Click the Table of Contents (TOC) only dial. Search 26 B.  Type Unlawful Employment Practices and click Search.  Notice that the results reflect Table of Contents headings as opposed to a cite list reflecting full-text results. Click Back.  
Pointing and Clicking Your Way through Statutes

Scroll down until you see Title 42 (The Public Health and Welfare).  Click the button on the left with the +.  Now click Chapter 21 (Civil Rights).  Click Equal Employment Opportunities. 
Search 27. Click § 2000e-2. Unlawful employment practices [Part 1 of 4].  
(Research Tip:  Notice to the right of your statute once it is pulled, LexisNexis offers a “Practitioner’s Toolbox” that allows you to quickly view important areas of the statute including History, Notes, Related Rules and Secondary Sources such as law reviews).  

Researching Relevant Kentucky State Case Law 
Go to the top of your screen and click the Search tab.  Click your Kentucky tab.  (Note:  If you do not have a Kentucky tab, click “add and edit tabs” above the legal tab and add the Kentucky tab by clicking Add and Done).  Once you are inside the Ohio file, you will notice a number of Kentucky folders. Click KY State Cases, Combined. (If you practice in Kentucky, this will be your primary case law database).  
Search 28.  Select Natural Language as your search option, clear the box of previous searches, and type this in the box:  What are the elements of intentional infliction of emotional distress? Since it was a natural language search, you should have received 100 results in order of relevancy.  

Click the Osborne case and scroll down to the first LexisNexis headnote.  It should literally express the answer to the legal question in the form of a black letter rule.   
(Research Tip:  Sometimes just typing your legal question as a natural language search can yield great results.  The answer can be located in the LexisNexis Headnotes which are the “black letter rules” of the issues of the case.  Follow the link inside the case to get the pin point citation for the Headnote making it citable!)
News and Business Tab:  The “Nexis” side of LexisNexis

Click the Search tab at the top of the screen.  Click the News and Business tab under the Look for a Source box. Click News Group File--Most Recent 90 Days link (database).  Select Terms and Connectors as your searching option.  Search 29 Type:  Wet Foot w/5 Dry Foot and policy.  Now click the Search tab at the top of your screen once again. 
(Research Tip:  This database, News and Business, Most Recent 90 Days, is a very popular database for any current events searching on LexisNexis. This database is the most common choice for relevant and timely alerts.)
Searching for Public Records Information

Click the Public Records Tab.  Click the bold Public Records blue link.  Click the Find Assets blue link.   Click the blue link for Tax Assessor, Deed Transfers, and Mortgage Records by State.   Select FL Deed Transfers, Tax Assessor Records and Mortgage Records—Selected Counties.  Click the blue "New Search" link at the top of the screen.  
Search 30. Clear the box of previous searches and using terms and connectors, type: “tiger w/3 woods and not tiger woods dr. or ct.” then click Search.  Click the fourth link with Tiger Woods and Fairway Oaks Drive.    (This result should describe Tiger’s home in Windermere, FL).  
Find a Source Tab:  The Answer to the Question, “Does LexisNexis Have it?”


Click the Search Tab at the top of your screen.   Click the Find a Source Tab.   

(Research Tip: Find a Source tab is the answer the question, “Does LexisNexis have a particular database.”)


Does LexisNexis have the Wall Street Journal?   Type: “Wall Street Journal” in the box and click the Find button).  If it shows up as a database link then LexisNexis does have the database allowing you to link right to it for searching.   (Note:  LexisNexis does have the Wall Street Journal but Westlaw doesn’t).  
Click the Search tab and then the Legal Tab to get back to the main Search Screen. 

In the upper right-hand corner of your search screen, click the small, white “History” link.  Click it.  It should reflect the searches you have performed so far in the LexisNexis Take-Home Certification Program.  The links allow for re-running the search as it was initially run or, on the right, you can re/run/Edit the search. 
(Research Tip: The History link allows you to see all of the searches you have performed under your LexisNexis Id today.  The history page will remain until 2:00 a.m. in the morning the day you searched.  LexisNexis will archive all searches for 30 days. The last 30 days worth of searches will be located in the “Archived Activity” Tab.)
Congratulations for completing LexisNexis Part I: Familiarity!
LexisNexis Part II: Gaining Confidence

After completing Lexis I Basic Training/Familiarity, you can see that the LexisNexis Research System is really easy to use.  The key to getting good at navigation is merely using it over and over again and experimenting with its functionality. LexisNexis II—Gaining Confidence will help you with the overall goal of becoming more efficient using the system by simply gaining confidence through repetition and discovering new functionality tips to make you more efficient. 

Your professor gives you an assignment that involves the following facts:  

A little old lady was fishing one day with her two nephews at a local pond.  She was approached by a local game warden who asked her for her fishing license.  She did not have one and the game warden accordingly issued a citation for her failure to procure the license.  Three weeks later she paid the violation according to the directions on the citation.  Payment was the equivalent of pleading guilty.  However, six months later she received a knock on the door from a local deputy sheriff who had a warrant for her arrest.  She asked why there was a warrant issued and the sheriff replied that she failed to pay her fishing citation violation.  She argued that she had in fact paid the citation but the Sheriff arrested her anyway. 

She was detained and booked at the local jail and was strip searched for weapons as part of the local sheriff’s standard procedure.  She was left in jail overnight and at arraignment the next morning, the local judge released her after dismissing the case after the prosecutor realized a mistake had been made. 

She comes to your office and hires your firm for possible legal action against the local government.  You’re the new clerk exploring this issue and one of the partners tells you the client's problem and asks you to see if the firm as a case.   So where do you start? Based on what you already know from the client, partners, and law school, you could phrase your broad issue like this: 

Are strip searches conducted by police officers on persons accused of misdemeanors a violation of the Fourth Amendment and subject to claims under 42 USC 1983 for civil damages?

You should be looking at the LexisNexis Total Research System.  Remember that with the system, there are seven basic functions or "tabs" at the top of your screen: Search, Research Tasks, Get a Document, Shepard’s, Alerts, Total Litigator and Counsel Selector. Right now, you should be looking at the Search screen.  So if you are not there, simply click the Search tab.  
Secondary Source Searching with LexisNexis---A Good Place to Start!


A good suggestion is that if you do not have a key case or statute to start with when trying to solve a legal question such as this one, try doing a broad search in a Secondary Sources database on your broad issue using Natural Language.  On the right-hand side of your screen, click the blue link for the "Secondary Legal" link.  

Under your Secondary Legal link there are a number of secondary sources that you can access to start your research.  On the left side of the screen there are twenty “favorite” databases one click away.  On the right, there are thirty two links that open dozens of more popular databases regarding secondary sources.  

	 
	


	                Combined ALI-ABA Course of Study Materials  


	 
	                Expert Commentaries


	 
	


	                American Jurisprudence 2d - Combined  


	 
	                Matthew Bender(R)


	 
	


	                Bar Journals, Combined  


	 
	                Mealey Reports & Conferences


	 
	


	                Combined Legal Newsletters  


	 
	                Martindale-Hubbell(R) Law Directory Listings


	 
	


	                Combined Restatement Rules, Jurisprudences and Law Reviews  


	 
	                Annotations & Indexes


	 
	


	                Law Reviews, CLE, Legal Journals & Periodicals, Combined  


	 
	                Area of Law Treatises


	 
	


	                Law Reviews - Combined  


	 
	                Bar Journals


	 
	


	  US & Canadian Law Reviews, Combined  


	 
	                Clauses



	 
	


	        \       Combined Canadian Law Reviews  


	 
	                CLE Materials


	 
	


	                US Law Reviews and Journals, Combined  


	 
	                Jurisprudences & Encyclopedias


	 
	


	                Martindale-Hubbell(R) Listings, All  


	 
	                Law Reviews & Journals


	 
	


	                Martindale-Hubbell Legal Articles  


	 
	                Model Acts & Uniform Laws


	 
	


	                Restatement Rules and Annotated Case Citations  


	 
	                Restatements of the Law


	 
	


	                American Jurisprudence 2d  


	 
	                Individual ALI-ABA Materials


	 
	


	                US Supreme Court Lawyers' Edition 2d Annotations  


	 
	                American Bar Association (ABA)


	 
	


	                Jurisprudences & Encyclopedias, Combined  


	 
	                Aspen Publishers


	 
	


	                Manual for Notaries Public  


	 
	                John Wiley


	 
	


	                Martindale-Hubbell(R) Law Digest  


	 
	                BNA


	 
	


	                Restatement Rules, Combined  


	 
	                Defense Research Institute (DRI)


	 
	


	                Restatement Annotated Case Citations, Combined  


	 
	                International Risk Management Institute (IRMI)


	 
	 
	                National Institute for Trial Advocacy


	 
	 
	                Practising Law Institute


	 
	 
	                Tax Analysts


	 
	 
	                Forms & Agreements


	 
	 
	                Colorado Bar Association


	 
	 
	                Continuing Education of the Bar (CEB), CA


	 
	 
	                FL CLE Course Materials & Publications


	 
	 
	                KS CLE Course Materials & Publications


	 
	 
	                MD CLE Course Materials & Publications


	 
	 
	                MA CLE Course Materials & Publications


	 
	 
	                NJ CLE Course Materials & Publications


	 
	 
	                MO CLE Course Materials & Publications


The “i” is for Database Information:  It Answers the Question, “What is in a Database?”
 Click the database on the left called “US Law Reviews and Journals, Combined.”  Search 31: 
“Click the "i" that is to the right of that database.  A pop-up box should open that reflects the "File Overview" of that database.  Scrolling down you will notice that it contains dozens of US journals and law reviews.  The “i” represents “information” about the scope and content of that database.  This particular database is always a good place to start any research project.  Close the pop-up box. 
Search 32: Select the Natural Language option and type your broad issue in the search box:   Are strip searches conducted by police officers on persons accused of misdemeanors a violation of the Fourth Amendment and subject to claims under 42 USC 1983 for civil damages? and click Search.  (Note: Remember, Natural Language searching "reads over" noise words and picks out substantive terms and words only to retrieve your 100 most relevant results). 

You should retrieve the top 100 articles in that database on your issue. Click the blue link for the first article.  I like this article---so much so----that I would like to see more articles like this one. 
More Like This and More Like Selected Text

Search 33:  Click the “More Like This” blue link at the top of the screen.  A box appears that is defaulted to search the same database for articles with similar terms as the one that you pulled.  Notice the check marks indicating that the term checked will be searched.  (You can uncheck it if you don't like the term).  Notice that you have a "mandatory terms" search option as well.  Type in the mandatory search terms box: “strip search.”  Then click Search. 
Click the first result once again.  Maybe the only thing we like about this article is the title.  
Search 34: So click and highlight the title of this article.  Now click the More Like Selected Text blue link at the top of the screen.  What you should see now is the language of the title of your article placed in a search box defaulted with the same database.  Click Search.  Click the “Hide Hits” blue link (only if Show Hits is your default).  Now you are seeing the top 100 articles like the title of the last article. 
Scroll to the top of the screen and click the Search tab!  (Note: Starting with a Law Review or Journal allows you to have the relevant issues "framed" and some of the "grunt" researching completed for you).  Most articles give you some relevant key cases and, of course, the relevant United States Code Statute to work with, i.e., 42 USC 1983.  Let's go and pull that statute to have a good understanding of what we are dealing with.  Click the Get a Document tab.  

Shepardizing a Statute for Research

Search 35: Type in 42 USC 1983 and click Get.  You should see 7 blue links reflecting 42 USC 1983 but you should notice that all of them are the same citation.  The reason for this page layout is that there are so many annotations under this statute that separate links needed to be created to support all of the annotations underneath.  Click the first 42 USCS 1983 blue link.  Notice that the federal statute that we are dealing with is only one paragraph long.  If you scroll down you will notice pages and pages of annotations.  (Note: You can always "focus" on your specific issue from here and it will search through the text and the annotations). 

Search 36: Click the Shepard’s tab at the top of the screen.  Notice the Shepard’s box recalls the citation that you are working with.  Click Check.   

Click the first blue link reflecting over 133,000 citing references for 42 USC 1983.  Since there are so many citing references, you now have to "restrict" your results, so click the blue “FOCUS—Restrict By” link.   Now you are seeing the "Smart Box."  Remember that the smart box allows you to trim down your results to something more manageable.  
Search 37: Click the boxes next to US Supreme Court and  6th Circuit and then add a "date restriction" for “references after the year” 2006.  Lastly, in the Focus Terms box, type:  strip search. Click Apply.  By Shepardizing this statute, you have restricted the over 133,000 references to under 20.  
This last searching technique is a classic way you can Shepardize a statute for research purposes to retrieve relevant case law on your issue.   
(Research Tip: As a general rule, if you have a statute to work with, simply Shepardize, restrict, and then focus on your issue to start your research. This will always be the most efficient way to start a research project.)
Searching by Topic or Headnote—Starting with the Issue Instead of the Database
Click the Search tab at the top of your screen.  Click the “by Topic or Headnote” tab.  This method of searching is a great place to start your research when there is a topic similar to the strip search issue.   
Thinking about our issue, i.e., Are strip searches conducted by police officers on persons accused of misdemeanors a violation of the Fourth Amendment and subject to claims under 42 USC 1983 for civil damages?,  let's first click Criminal Law and Procedure.  Click the button (to the left) for Search and Seizure.  Click the button for Warrantless Searches.  Now click the live link for Strip Searches. 
Notice at the top of your screen you will see your "search trail” indicating the links you clicked to get to "Strip Searches." 
 Also notice that you have two options for searching. Option 1 is for a “Search across Sources.”   Option 2 allows a “Search by Headnote.”  
Search 38A: Using Option 1, Search across Sources, select Federal Jurisdiction and under Sources, select 6th Circuit US Court of Appeals District & Bankruptcy Cases, Combined and US & Canadian Law Reviews, Combined.  
In the Search box conduct a natural language search using the original issue, “Are strip searches conducted by police officers on persons accused of misdemeanors a violation of the Fourth Amendment and subject to claims under 42 USC 1983 for civil damages?”  Click Search.  
The results screen will produce blue link categories and Sources in the form of blue link options breaking down the numbered results.  Search 38B, 38C, 38D and 38 E.  Click each blue link to see the differences.  

Click Back.  Try Searching Option 2 “Search by Headnote.” The Strip Search Headnote is built in to the Option box.  Simply select Federal and State Cases, Selected Criminal Material.  Select Previous 2 years as a date restriction. Search 39.  Click Retrieve All.  
Now Focus on Strip Search and 42 USC 1983.  You now have a good set of cases to explore directly on point to your issue.
LexisNexis Headnotes---Sophisticated Research Simply Linking to Your Issue
In the preliminary research we found a wonderful, on-point case (Kirkpatrick v. Los Angeles, 803 F.2d 485).  Using Get a Document, Search 40 pull 803 F.2d 485.   Scroll down to LexisNexis Headnote 5, i.e., HN5.  
Criminal Law & Procedure > Search & Seizure > Warrantless Searches > Strip Searches 


	
HN5

 HYPERLINK "http://www.lexis.com/research/retrieve?_m=9f5a9d6a62194dee1a5af59e617663ed&docnum=3&_fmtstr=FULL&_startdoc=1&wchp=dGLbVtb-zSkAl&_md5=38888e05f2ee5a48bb8932654ab74d14&focBudTerms=&focBudSel=all" \l "clsccl5#clsccl5" \t "_self" 

	Because of the highly intrusive nature of a strip search, U.S. Const. amend. IV requires that strip searches in the prison context be supported by a reasonable suspicion that evidence will be uncovered.  More Like This Headnote | Shepardize: Restrict By Headnote


(Research Tip: LexisNexis Headnotes are black letter rules of the issues in the case and come from the court.  Therefore LN Headnotes are citable.  To get the correct citation of this Headnote, simply place your cursor on the Headnote text and wait a couple of seconds.  (The “Floating Pagination” function should appear with the correct citation.)
What You Can Do Once You Find a Great Headnote
Search 41:  To take your Headnote issue to another level of researching, click the blue Strip Searches link.  You have now jumped to the Searching by Topic or Headnote screen under Search & Seizure—Warrantless Searches---Strip Searches.  Click Back. 

Search 42: To find more cases that mention this Headnote (HN5), click the blue “More Like This Headnote” link for HN5.  Click the Combined Federal Courts dial and then click Search.   Click back twice. 

Search 43:  To actually Shepardize this Headnote, click the blue “Shepardize: Restrict By Headnote” link for HN5.  Click the “Show Unrestricted Summary” blue link to see a full analysis of the Headnote to date.  Click “Show full text of headnotes” to see what each Headnote means.  
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Kirkpatrick v. Los Angeles, 803 F.2d 485, 1986 U.S. App. LEXIS 32597 (9th Cir. Cal. 1986)
	Restricted Shepard's Summary: LexisNexis HN5

	No subsequent appellate history.


	Citing References:

	Neutral Analyses:

Explained (1), Harmonized (1)

	
	LexisNexis Headnotes:
HN1 (1), HN5 (5), HN8 (5), HN9 (1)

	Show full text of headnotes
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	Kirkpatrick v. Los Angeles, 803 F.2d 485, 1986 U.S. App. LEXIS 32597 (9th Cir. Cal. 1986)


Table of Authorities (TOA )--- Finding Cases Cited in the Case You Are Reading

Search 44: At the top of your search results screen, click the TOA blue link.  TOA represents Table of Authorities (cases this case has cited) and will provide the case, link, and Shepard’s signal associated with each case.  
The Shepard's table of authorities lists each cited reference in your case, in order by jurisdiction. For each reference, you'll see the following items:

· How your case relies on the cited reference (Following, Citing, etc.). 

· A link to the full text of the cited reference. 

· The current treatment status of the reference, as indicated by the Shepard's Signal indicator following the reference. You can click the Shepard's Signal indicator to Shepardize® that case for further analysis. 
Scroll to the top of your screen and click the Search tab.  You should be looking at the Search screen.  In the top right-hand corner of your screen there is a small white link for "Preferences." Click it. 

The “Preferences Page” --- Personalizing Your Search Results

The Preferences page allows you to personalize some of your defaults for searching on the LexisNexis Total Research System.  Notice that right now your default for Natural Language is 100.  You can adjust this number either way. Feel free to experiment with the options.  One last thing, the Preferences Page also is where you can change your FAST PRINT printer option.  You should go on and set your FAST PRINT to whatever printer you use the most at the school.  Click back to the Search Screen. 
Recently Used  Sources: The Quickest Way to Your Favorite Databases

Scroll to the top and click the Search tab.  At the top of your Search screen you should see a banner that says, "Recently Used Sources." Click the down arrow and you should see some of the databases that you have already searched.  This function will allow you to keep an inventory of your favorite databases and edit it to keep those databases that you will use most often. 
Running 6th Circuit Case Law Searches

Search 45: On the Search Screen, click the blue folder link for Federal Legal US.  Click US Courts of Appeals, By Circuit.  Click 6th Circuit---US Court of Appeals Cases.  Select Terms and Connectors as your Search option and type this search in the box: strip search w/25 42 USC 1983 and Fourth Amendment.   Click the Search tab.  
Searching USCS Using Table of Contents—Pointing and Clicking Your Way to a Relevant Statute


Search 46: Under the Federal - Legal Folder, click United States Code Service--Titles 1 through 50 database.  Click the (+) for Title 42 Public Health and Welfare. Underneath, click the (+) for Chapter 21 Civil Rights.  Click (+) for “Generally”.  Click the blue link for 1983 Civil Action for Deprivation of Rights (Part 1 of 7).  You have just pointed and clicked your way to your relevant statute. 

(Research tip:  If you find your relevant statute, the open box left of your statutes allow you to print or search as many of those specific statute sections as you wish.  On the right you will notice the Practitioner’s Tool box allowing for one-click access to History, Interpretive Notes and Decisions and other secondary sources). 

Click the Search Tab to get back to the Search Screen. 
Live Support—An Online Chat Room With Customer Service at LexisNexis


In the upper-right-hand corner of your screen click the small, white "live support” link.  This link allows you to communicate directly to the LexisNexis customer service center in real time.  If you have an issue that you need help with, type in your question and you will receive an answer very quickly. 

Congratulations for completing LexisNexis Part II: Gaining Confidence!
LexisNexis Part III: Acquiring Expertise

Welcome to LexisNexis III: Acquiring Expertise.  You are two-thirds finished with the LexisNexis Take-Home Certification Program.  Lexis III: Acquiring Expertise will introduce LexisNexis users to some advanced searching techniques and explain the answer to the frequent question, "How much does this stuff cost anyway?"  Remember, the goal now for you is to become more efficient and cost effective as an attorney -- so you can best serve your client, firm, or organization.  


Before answering the question, "How much does this cost anyway?"  there are some uncovered advanced searching techniques available to you as a user that you should know exist to be more efficient.  
Make sure you are logged on to Lexis.com/lawschool and click the Research System tab.  You should see the Search Screen. 
Moore’s Federal Practice: A Key Source for Attorneys Practicing Federal Litigation


Search 47: Click the bold blue link for Secondary Legal.  On the right-hand side, click the Matthew Bender(R) folder. Click the By Area of Law link.  Click Federal Practice source.  On the right-hand side of the screen, click Moore's Federal Practice-Civil.  Type in the search box: 42 USC 1983 and click Search.  

(Research Tip: Moore’s Federal Practice is a practice guide for all attorneys practicing in federal court. It is a must-have source for anyone who walks into a federal court room to practice civil litigation.) 

Searching Jury Verdict Information


Scroll to the top of the screen and click the Search tab.  
Search 48: Click the bold blue folder link for Area of law-By Topic.  Click Torts. Click the bold blue folder link for Jury Verdicts.  Click the database link called Jury Verdicts and Settlements, Combined. Type a terms and connectors search for: “strip search”.  Notice that there is a lot of litigation involving strip searches that produced substantial amounts of jury verdicts or settlements.   Click the Search Tab. 
Searching News and Business

Search 49:  You need to find recent news stories involving class action "strip search" cases.   On the search screen, click the News & Business Tab.  Click News All, (English, Full Text).  Conduct a terms and connectors by typing:  strip search w/10 policy and class action.  Notice the number of class action news stories involving strip searches.  
(Research Tip:  The News, All database contains all LexisNexis specific news databases combined.  It is  one of the most powerful databases in the LexisNexis Research System.  Remember, when you run a terms and connectors search in News, the results come back in most recent articles on top.)
Click the Search tab to go back to the search screen. 

Searching for Company Information

Search 50:  You need to find any company information on Halliburton.  Under the News & Business Tab, click the bold Company & Financial Blue Link.  On the left-hand side of the screen click the "All Company Information" file.   Conduct a terms and connectors search and type: Halliburton and not Halliburton Road.  Also apply a date restriction of previous month.  Click Search. 
Searching Public Records for Real Property


Search 51:  Go back to the search screen by clicking the Search tab at the top once again.  You need to find public record property transfer for Real Estate on Pete Rose Way in Cincinnati.  Click the Public Records tab.  Click the blue link for Public Records.  Click Find Assets.  Click Tax Assessor, Deed Transfer & Mortgage Records by State.  Click Ohio Deed Transfers, Tax Assessor Records and Mortgage Records---selected Counties.  Click the blue New Search link at the very top of your screen.  Conduct the following terms and connectors search: Pete Rose Way.  
Click the Search tab at the top to go back to the Search Screen.

Does LexisNexis have it? Finding Out if LexisNexis Has a Database
Search 52:  You need to find out if LexisNexis has the Wall Street Journal database and if so, go to it.  Click the Find a Source Tab.  In the Find a Source box type: Wall Street Journal.  Click the blue link for the Wall Street Journal.  Now you are ready to search the database. Using terms and connectors, type:  Halliburton.  

Click the Search tab to go back to the search screen.  

Searching For Subject Matter in Statutes by Table of Contents


Search 53: You need to find the Ohio Statute for Driving While Intoxicated in Ohio.  Type:  Click Find a Source and type Ohio Statutes in the box.  You should now be seeing a number of link options, select the live blue link for "OH – Ohio Statutes, Constitution, Court Rules & ALS, Combined." 
Click the Table of Contents (TOC) only dial.  Type in the box:  Driving While Intoxicated.  

Click the link for 4511.   Click the blue link for 4511.01 Definitions.  Click the Search tab to get back to the Search Screen.  

Click OH - Ohio Statutes, Constitution, Court Rules & ALS, Combined 

 link at the top of your results page.  You have another option for finding the statute and that is simply pointing and clicking your way to the statute.  
Search 54.  Click the (+) button next to Title 45 Motor Vehicles.  Click the button for 4511 Traffic Laws—Operation of Motor Vehicles.  Click the button for Driving While Intoxicated. Click the blue link for 4511.19.   This blue link is Ohio’s DWI statute.  

(Research Tip:  Page’s Ohio Revised Code Annotated are the same book statutes that you thumbed through when researching in print materials. The biggest difference between this way of researching statutes and the books is that on LexisNexis they are updated within the last 24-48 hours). 
Use Book Browse to Scroll Through a Statute for Free

Maybe we want to go to the next statute, i.e., from 4511.19 to 4511.191.  At the top of the screen click the blue link for Book Browse.  Notice that the Book Browse function changes the screen slightly allowing for two small, gray arrows (Prev) and (Next) at the top of the screen. The Previous arrow takes you one statute backward and the Next arrow takes you one statute forward.  Click the Next arrow.  You should see Ohio’s Implied Consent statute.  
(Research Tip:  When doing statutory research, the Book Browse function has the effect of turning pages by statute. An additional benefit of Book Browse is that, like FOCUS, it is a free function for your client.)
Click the Search tab at the top of the screen.   Click the Legal Tab to get back to the Search Screen. 

Finding Judges' Written Opinions Using Segment Searches

Search 55:  You need to find Federal Court Cases written by newly appointed Associate Justice Samuel Alito.  Click the Federal Court Cases, Combined database.  
 Underneath the Search Box click Restrict Search Using Document Segments.  Click the down arrow for Select a Segment.  Scroll down until you see the segment "OPINIONBY." Click it and type Samuel w/3 Alito in the Add box.  Notice it adds the segment into the search box.  Click Search.  
Finding Information on a Particular Law Firm

Search 56:  Clear the Search box.  Click the Search tab at the top of the screen.  Scroll down the Search Screen and under the blue Reference blue link folder, click Martindale-Hubbell Listings (All) database.  Conduct a terms and connectors search and type: Frost Brown Todd and Cincinnati. 
Click the Search tab at the top of the screen. 

Search 57 :  Click the Counselor Selector tab.  In the template boxes type Frost Brown Todd in the Firm/Organization field and Cincinnati in the city field.  Click Go.  
Notice the information you retrieve here is much different than the first Martindale-Hubbell search.  This search comes from Martindale.com as opposed to Lexis.com with Martindale-Hubbell databases.   Click the Search tab. 
Searching on an Issue Starting With an Area of Law

Search 58:  On the Search Screen click the blue link for Bankruptcy under the Area of Law--By Topic.  Click the bold blue folder link for Find Cases.  Click US Supreme Court, USAPP, Dist and Bankruptcy Court Cases.

Conduct this terms and connectors search: filing pre/5 bankrupt! /25 discharg! and student or college or education /5 loan.
(Research Tip:  At this level of terms and connectors searching, you are starting to use the Syntax guide located next to the search box more and more.  Here is a good search that you can see how some of the commands were utilized to produce narrow results.  You should start to notice that when using terms and connectors that your results are retrieved in a particular order.  With terms and connectors they are ranked first by most important court and then by most recent cases first.) 

Total Litigator --- One Stop Searching for all Trial Practitioners

Click the Search Tab.  Click the Total Litigator tab. 
Endorsed by the National Institute of Trial Attorneys (NITA), Total Litigator is a one-stop search engine for serious litigating attorneys.  Similar to the LN Research System, it uses tabs to navigate through the system: Early Case Assessment, Draft, File & Serve Documents, Discovery, Research, Gather Intelligence, Trial Prep.,  Alerts and Tracks and Litigation Tools.   

Let’s say you were working for a firm working on a products liability case and a partner asked you to draft a motion to compel your opponent to produce answers to the interrogatories that you sent over a month ago.  

Search 59:  Click the Discovery tab, click Motions (Discovery Related).  Step 1,  Under Practice Area, click General Litigation Procedure; Step 2, under Sub-Practice Area, General; Step 3, under Jurisdiction, click Federal and Nationwide and 4. Under Document Type, click Motions---Compel Discovery Responses---Interrogatories; Step 4, check Forms.   Click Search.  
You should see samples from the Products Liability Practice Guide of various Motions to Compel.  
Click the Search tab. 
CourtLink Strategic Profiles---Tell Me What a Law Firm or Attorney is Doing in Court Today

CourtLink, a new product introduced to the law school market last year, allows students to get a snap shot of attorneys, law firms, judges and even litigants of cases that are going on right now in various courts.  For instance, it might be interesting to see what kind of litigation is occurring involving the attorneys at Frost Brown Todd in the Federal District Courts.  
Click the bold blue “Court Records from CourtLink” link located on the middle-right side of the Search Screen.  Click Litigant, Attorney, & Judge Strategic Profiles.

Click the Attorney/Law Firm tab. Leave the U.S. District Courts option as is.  Search 60. Type in the Law Firm box:  Frost Brown Todd and select the dates option to cover 1/1/2008 to current date.  Click Create Profile.  Click the “Case Count” option to highlight all of the attorneys who have cases in the firm.  Click Create Profile.   Click the Search Tab.
Notice that the profile breaks down the lawsuit analysis including graphs that are current to the law firm Frost Brown Todd in today’s Federal District Court  

50 State Surveys --- What’s the law in each state?

Under Legislation and Politics link and at the lower-left side of the screen click the LexisNexis 50 state Surveys, Legislation and Regulations link.  

Search 61.  What if you needed to find information about each state’s law regarding the establishment of Limited Liability Companies.  Click Business Organizations---click the blue link for Limited Liability Companies and then Open.  You should see the 50-states statutes with links regarding Limited Liability Companies.  

A Super Analysis of the Most Important Cases --- Case-In-Brief
Case in Brief is a one-stop research tool that brings together a comprehensive collection of related legal and news authorities with expanded analysis of the significance of a case.  This exclusive research product provides an extensive compilation of authorities related to the case and its issues, as well as convenient, navigable analysis.   

 
The time-saving, downloadable .pdf links to an extensive array of related online content.  Top materials, as selected by attorney editors, are annotated to allow the user to quickly identify the most relevant sources without multiple searches and time-consuming document review.

 
Case in Brief includes an overview of the stages of the litigation, background on parties to the action, quick-reference legal points, and a broad survey of the major holdings and cases related to the issues, organized by topic.  Case in Brief expands upon the Shepard's product by listing related cases with quick-reference holdings and brief case synopses.

 
Case in Brief also provides relevant court documents, law review and bar association articles, restatements, treatises, model codes, news articles, and statutory annotations.  It links the researcher to Courtlink and corporate dossier sources.
Search 62 A.  Click Get a Document.  Type:  126 S. Ct. 2749.  Click the Case-In-Brief link.    Expand the pop-up box and click the button to expand out “Legal Analysis.” Click the blue link for Related Treatise Content.  
Search 62 B.  Click the Search tab.  Under the bold blue link “Cases--US,” Click the blue link for Case-In-Brief Expanded Research/Analysis.  Run a terms and connectors search for enemy combatants.  Click the second blue link to retrieve the expanded summary of the Hamdi case.  
Search 63.  Scroll to the top of your screen and click the My School link.  Once there scroll down and find the LexisNexis Lexercise Library.  Click the link for “How to pull, print and Shepardize 30 cases in one click Lexercise 100 pts.”   http://www.lexisnexis.com/documents/2008012810170630474.doc.  
How Much Does This Lexis Stuff Cost Anyway?


There are two primary ways you can access and pay for the LexisNexis Total Research System in the real world.  The first and most popular method is to "subscribe" to a Lexis pricing program called "flat rate" pricing.  The second way is to simply choose to "pay as you search."  This method is called transactional pricing.  

Transactional Pricing


If you wanted to pull your credit card out and use the LexisNexis Research System on a pay-as-you go basis, you can do that.  That method is called transactional pricing.  Any person or firm that uses the system this way is charged by the size of the database and by the search.  Each database is assigned a price and the charge would occur once the search retrieves a result in that database. 

Flat Rate Plans


Flat Rate plans are similar to your cable bill and are by far the best value for LexisNexis users.  Basically firms and organizations select the databases that are relevant to the research needs and there is a monthly rate charge for unlimited access to these databases.  
The pricing is based on the number of attorneys/users at the law firm/organization and the number and types of databases that are selected for their firm menu. For example, if you are an Ohio lawyer and work at a law firm that does state law only in Ohio and only need what you see on your Ohio tab.  The cost starts at $84.00 per month for unlimited access to those selected Ohio-limited materials, including Shepard’s.   
The "Charge Back" or Cost Recovery for Firm Research

Regardless of whether a firm uses flat rate or transactional charging methods, many, mostly larger law firms, pass the research expense to their clients either directly or indirectly.  This “cost recovery” method is widely accepted in the industry, especially for the largest firms with corporate clientele. 

This cost recovery method is also called the "charge back."  The charge back allows the law firm to recoup the cost that it pays LexisNexis for its attorneys researching online.  
Hourly Charging vs. Transactional Charging


Once you have learned your firm's online researching policies, you need to decide which LexisNexis ID to use to conduct your research.  Firms with flat rate contracts should issue you two Ids for researching the LexisNexis Research System for purposes of cost recovery, a “Transactional ID” and “Hourly ID.” 


The Transactional ID sets your firm's tracking method to identifying each search conducted under a particular "client matter number."  This method allows the firm to easily track the search and connect that search with a particular client.  The client would then be invoiced (usually monthly) on the combined amount of the overall searches under the client matter number per each search. 


The Hourly ID sets your firm's tracking method to calculate the hours (by minute) that research is conducted under a particular client matter number.  Under this method, the clock starts ticking the moment the user signs on to the system and there is a per-minute charge associated with the Id.  Additionally, once the user selects a particular database, the per minute charge changes to reflect the amount that is associated with that particular database. 
Printing Charges and How to Avoid Them

Printing costs are a huge issue while working in a law firm/organization.  Some firms charge back printing costs to their client while others do not.  The current charge associated with printing a document is $10.75.  The charge is triggered when any of the delivery options are clicked in the upper-right corner of the LexisNexis screen including Fast Print, Print, Download, Fax and E-mail.  

(Research Tip: As a general rule, the quickest and cheapest method to print with the LexisNexis Research System is using the browser print option, i.e., File and Print from your attached printer.  It is free to clients and firms.  (This can also be done by clicking your printer icon on your browser screen.)

Using the browser print option avoids any charges to your client.  Since the function is associated with the browser, it is not controlled by LexisNexis---therefore it is free to the client.  
Top Eleven Tips to Save Costs for Your Client 

1. Write your search out before you begin.  Most lawyers don’t do this but it proves beneficial if you develop a habit before starting online research. If you get into a habit of writing out your search before you start researching, you will inevitably save on error messages and will also allow for more efficient searches due to simply "thinking it out." 

2.  Use Search by Topic or Headnote to begin your first, broad search.   The nature of Search by Topic is to start with the broadest "issue" and work your way down to the narrow and smaller databases that are less expensive due to their size of content.
3.  Get Citations to all of your key statutes and cases whenever possible.  The general charge

for general charge for linking or “pulling” a case online is $10.00 to your client.  The alternative (Party Name) is running searches just to find citations which of course is costly and time consuming. 

4. Print from the Browser as opposed to the other delivery options.  Browser functions are no 

charge to your client.  This includes printing, cutting and pasting, and copy and pasting of course.

5. Focus, focus, focus, because focus is free to your client.  Focus will always be available in

the form of a blue link at the top of your page on every screen once retrieving  results.  Because this functionality is always available, it is safe to say that as long as you retrieve under 3000 results, there is no such thing as an "overbroad search" using LexisNexis. 

6. Use Natural Language Searching as a point of departure as opposed to Terms and Connectors.  Beginning your search with a Natural Language style search will automatically retrieve the top number (default is 100) cases on your issue.  From there you can simply "FOCUS" in on your narrow issue for free. 

7.  If you can start your research project with Shepard’s, START WITH SHEPARD’S because it is the least expensive function on the LexisNexis Total Research System.  As general rule, if you have a statute or key case that you are researching, start with Shepard’s as it will deliver every case and other source that has cited to it for one transactional price of $8.25 to your client. 

8.  If you are searching an expensive database (e.g. Federal and State Case Law, Combined) and you can find what you are searching for in less than 6.5 minutes, use your hourly Id as opposed to your transactional Id.   This is the one exception to the general rule that transactional Ids are more cost effective when searching the LexisNexis Total Research System.  Also, if you are running a Combined Source search, consider the hourly ID option as opposed to transactional 

9.  Use Get and Print to print your cases and to Shepardize if you have more than one case.  Lexis has placed Get and Print on a separate website so the attorney and firm can have the control to the charging aspects involved with pulling, printing, and Shepardizing case law.   (No print charge for report).    
10  Use Book Browse with statutes and treatises to "scroll" through the information you

are searching.  Book Browse is a free function to your client and you can use it to "scroll" via statutes of a particular title or treatise section.  This function saves the cost of pulling a separate citation using Get a Doc or a normal search.

11.  Use History to re-run previous searches within 24 hours.  As long as you re-run the search in 24 hours, all you have to do is click the blue link search.  But don’t click re-run and edit or it will trigger a charge.   

Congratulations--- you have completed the LexisNexis Certification Program! 
· Click the small “History” link in the upper-right-corner of your LexisNexis screen.  
· The “Today’s Results” searches you performed should appear.
· Notice under the “Archived Activity” tab you can find searches that you have performed for the last 30 days.
· Copy and paste your LN Take-Home results into an e-mail.
· Then e-mail those results to me at scott.hite@lexisnexis.com.
· Upon receipt and verification of your searches, you will receive your official Certificate, reference letter and promotional reward for completion of the program.
· Also you will find your name posted on the LexisNexis My School Page making it official.    
[image: image54.png]



1
31

